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Wazhington, Oct: 24 (News Bmeau)—-—I‘ozmer .~\‘rtor-

viction

G‘:’Icldl John N. Mitchell, who is appealing his con:
in the Watergate coverup case, denied under oath

today that he ever knew. about any mall -opening opera-

tions conducted by the CIA.

Ni-cheli, returning to the Sen-

aze Caucus Rooin where he testi-

fizd ovetfor the -Watergate com-
mittee at nationally televised
“earings in July 1973, sharply
sontradicted orevious | tesiimony
Zrom former CL{A Director Rich-

_ard M. Helms, who said Mitchell

had béen told and had ‘‘no hang-
ups”. aboui t‘n.e . mad-opemna

jecnell Zrecalled “a- une\1911
meziing s with Helms) ~bat said
t-mr. they vnamlyutalked about
another topic, . W'*IC'I he refused
to discuss with the ;3r\ate Intel-|
ligence Committee in "open ses-
sion, apparentiy ‘for : “national
zecurity’’. reasons: - The former
atiorney general said that Helms
only mentionad " “mail covers,”

. whichh are not iliegal and involve

copying” whatevar is- writien on
the outalde of e""mow%,'but not

Opening and reading anot‘ner's
mail is illegal. se=ever. . e

The pxoe-~’n0mmz' Mitchell in--
sisted that not only did Helms
keep him in ihe dark about the
CIA’s - mail-opening “'operation,
but that the late ¥ FBI Director,
J. Edgar Hoover, never told him
about. a ‘separaie, 26-year-long
FBI - 'mail-opini:x~7 program,

eil b»came attorney sen—ml‘in

1969
- Mitchell Aho demo=d as he has

before, that he was involved in -
puttme- together the now famous .

1970 “Husion. Plan”, whieh pro-

posad illega - mail Opemrws and -}

break-ins ;. for- - domestic iateili-
gence purposes. He insisted that

he strongly recommended to then-
— President Nixon that he can- ~
Nixon :-has ;
stop the -
plan after 10 days, but no. presi-’
. memorandum - or-
document ordering -the halt has .

cel._ the - plan.=
contended - that ‘he did

dential

ever been made public. The CIA

mail-opening operation continued..

for three more- years after the
alleaed end of the Huston Plan..
“As Helms did; Mitchell refused
today to say . latly that mai-
opening is always illegal, even
thoug it is forbidden bv federal

“llaw. Mitchell said.that a Presi-

dent has broad powers and that
it*is up.to the courts to-define
just what he can'and cannot do
in the intelligence field.

- Four FBI officials and an ex-
FBI. inspector told . the Senaie
panel today that the bureau had
opened mail. on:a limited scale,
but that Hoover had ordared the
practice .ended -in'.1966 "“because
he had-ai.regard for the climate
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CAN ~ " UPK Tetesnoto:
I‘ormer k tt or ney General ¢
Mitchell. at Senate Intel]wam_e .
wty Commlttee probe. R

of the tlme*” in the “ords'of
W P.aymond Wann?‘} top FBI
counterspy.- .. 1t -

Wanmnall . said tha" ;he BI
was e‘(txemely selective - ebout
opening mail. in New York and
other cities and fx'umnle.e FBI
records show that only 1,100 let-:
térs - were. ovened. -The CIA, 0'1‘
the other hend admitted’ ope'un'r
almost 216,000 letters’ dunnv its
Loperation: at New York’s John F.|

t Kennedy Internationai Alrporc. {

~ which was ended in 1956.; Mitch~
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